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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON AMONG 31 UNIVERSITIES TO RECEIVE 
LILLY FOUNDATION GRANTS FOR EXPLORING VOCATIONS 
DAYTON, Ohio- The University of Dayton is among 31 colleges and universities 
across the country to win a $50,000 planning grant by the Lilly Endowment Inc. /Ito identify 
and nurture a new generation of highly talented, religiously committed leaders." 
Locally, Wilberforce University and Wittenberg University also received planning grants, 
as did the University of Notre Dame, Boston College and Loyola University of Chicago. 
The grant will allow UD to assess its current programs, needs and resources as well as 
design new initiatives to /lprepare students to see their future in the light of faith as a vocation 
for service and leadership," said Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., president. "The University is 
known for educating the 'whole person,' challenging and supporting our students to develop 
intellectually, individually, socially and spiritually. We don't want anyone to miss the 
opportunity to explore religious leadership and ministry as a significant part of their life's 
work." 
The project will be led by the Rev. James L. Heft, S.M., chancellor and University 
professor of faith and culture. He and a group of faculty and staff will look at programs for 
students and faculty and will also consider programs that focus on the wider needs of the 
community. 
For students, new initiatives may include supplying mentors to help students reflect on 
how their religious beliefs shape their activities of service and leadership, programs for student 
leaders from campus ministry and residence life to help them see their work as ministry and a 
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vocation and provide scholarships for music ministry and Christian leadership and service. 
For faculty, an annual orientation for new faculty to explore the distinctive intellectual 
. 
and religious mission of the University may be developed. A "vocation and leadership" cluster 
of integrated humanities courses will be examined, to be offered as part of the University's 
general education requirement for first-year students. 
For the larger community, a summer program for high school students will be explored, 
to reach potential church leaders before they reach college age. The University may also expand 
its Lalanne program, which prepares educators to be religious leaders. 
"We believe that the aims of the Lilly Endowment's grants program are closely aligned 
with the University's mission to develop servant-leaders for the ministry and lay ministry as 
well as leadership in the professions and in academic life," Heft said. "We support a number of 
current initiatives that prepare students to see their future in the light of faith as a vocation for 
service and leadership. We believe that the grant from the Lilly Endowment will immensely 
enhance our efforts." 
The grant will run through Sept. 30, 2000. 
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